
 

 

Newsletter 1 – Friday 6th September 2024 

Welcome back! 

Welcome back to a new academic year at Holly Hill. We hope that you have all had a wonderful 

summer break – we have enjoyed chatting to the children about all of the exciting things they’ve 

been getting up to! All of the children look super smart in their uniforms, thank you for your support 

with this. They have settled quickly into their new classes and new routines and we’ve established 

a very calm and purposeful learning environment already. We have welcomed lots of fabulous new 

additions to school this week including our gorgeous new FS1, FS2 and Year 3 children as well as 

many families who are new to the area. We hope that you all very quickly feel part of our lovely 

school community and that you have been made to feel very welcome.  

I write a weekly newsletter every Friday, post it on the website in the ‘Newsletters’ section and also 

send the link to parents via text. It includes celebrations of the week as well as important 

reminders and dates so please ensure you keep up to date by having a scan through it each 

week.    

Annual diary dates will be out to parents by the end of next week. This will give you all of the key 

dates (such as sports day and Christmas shows) that you’ll want to put in your diary for the year 

ahead so look out for it coming out.  

 

A bit about me 

For those of you who don’t know me, a little introduction. I’ve been the Headteacher here for 6 and 

a half years, the Deputy Head here before that for 4 and prior to that, taught in a primary school 

just up the road in Kirkby so I have spent my whole career in Nottinghamshire working closely with 

the Local Authority. I live in Derbyshire so, much to Holly Hill children’s absolute horror, we are 

Derby County fans in our house - they purposely ask for Forest anthems to be played at school 

discos just to wind me up! I am also a Mum. My children are 11 and 5, going into Year 6 and Year 

1 on Monday (yes, Monday!!! They seem to have been off forever!). As my son begins his final 

year at primary school, I can’t help but reflect on just how fast time flies. It seems like two minutes 

since I was crying on his first day, thinking how huge his jumper looked on him and hoping that 

someone would help him if he didn’t know where the toilet was! And now, I’m filling in his 

secondary application and feeling all of those same feelings again. I share this with you as I want 

you to know that I completely understand how unbelievably precious these primary years are. Our 

aim is to ensure that your children feel happy and safe here every single day and that we make 

lots of special memories to be treasured for years to come along the way. We hope that your 

child’s “Holly Hill” years are the absolute best and I have the best team here who work hard to 

ensure that every day is a great day. 

 

Our website – class pages 

Each class has its own page on the school website where teachers will post about what the 

children have been up to in class. You will also find the knowledge organiser for each half term on 

this page so you can see which subjects and topics your child is learning about. We will be 

developing them over the next week or so. Class pages can be found here:  

https://www.hollyhillschool.co.uk/class-pages/  

https://www.hollyhillschool.co.uk/class-pages/


 

 

Uniform reminders 

A reminder that while the weather is still quite changeable, jumpers and cardigans get taken on 

and off all day. Please make sure your child’s name is written clearly on the label so that we can 

get them back to the right children. The field was littered with jumpers after lunch today but lots 

didn’t have names in.  

Also, we have a number of girls returning to school with false nails. These are not permitted in our 

uniform policy as they can be a Health and Safety hazard not only to the girls wearing them but 

also the children around them e.g. during PE. Please ensure that any false nails are removed at 

the earliest convenience. Thank you.  

 

Classroom drop ins – Thursday 12th September, 3.30pm 

On Thursday 12th September, from 3.30 – 4.00pm, parents are invited to an informal visit to your 

child’s classroom. This is an opportunity to put a face to the name of your child’s teacher and TAs, 

say ‘hi’ and have a look at their classroom environment. It’s very informal (definitely not parents 

evening), just an opportunity to ensure that you all feel comfortable in school, confident in the day 

to day life at Holly Hill and have had a chance to meet your child’s teacher ready for the year 

ahead. We look forward to seeing you.  

 

School photographs – Monday 16th September 

On Monday 16th September our school photographer will be in school to capture the children and 

their siblings looking fabulous at the start of the year. We will organise individual and sibling 

photographs during the school day.  

If you wish to have a family photograph taken with siblings who do not attend our school, you 

may arrive at the main entrance from 7.30am on Monday morning to get the photograph taken.  

 

The week ahead… 

• Thursday 12th September, 3.30 – 4.00pm – Classroom drop ins 

 

• Monday 16th September – Individual and sibling school photographs 

 

We are very much looking forward to a great academic year ahead and will work in partnership 

with you to ensure that your children are happy, safe and thriving at Holly Hill. 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs. Leanne Steed 

Headteacher 

 


