Newsletter 31 — Friday 26" June 2026

We made it!

A huge thank you to everyone for your support during such an exceptionally hot week. You've all
been fabulous at providing the sun cream, water bottles, summer clothing, hats and we’ve worked
hard in school to keep everything as calm and cool as possible, following our extreme weather risk
assessment as carefully as we can. The children have been amazing at taking their shade breaks
seriously, drinking their water religiously and wearing their hats (even though they really moan
about them!). Your kind words to staff have also been hugely appreciated!

Parking near school

A polite reminder to park courteously on the streets around school please. I've received a couple
of emails this week regarding cars blocking drives during school run time.

New website

Our new website is now up and running and to be quite honest, has been a bit of a nightmare! We
didn’t want to change but had to due to the website company upgrading their software. | was
reassured that it would be super easy to use — it isn’t!! We've lost quite a lot of content and it's
taking staff ages to upload new posts. We're going to have a bit of training next week but please
bear with us as we all find our feet with it.

FS garden party

Thank you to all of our lovely Foundation Stage families who came along to support our garden
party on Wednesday. Your company and your cake donations were the best and your generous
support raised over £500 that will be invested directly back into resources to improve our
Foundation Stage. Thank you to the FS team for organising such a lovely day.

A visit from Reverend Lee for KS1

Our Key Stage 1 children enjoyed a visit from Reverend Lee this week as part of their RE learning.
She brought bible stories to life for them with props and silly videos which the children loved. It's
always a pleasure to welcome Reverend Lee to school and she described our school as “such a
special place to be”. Thank you to Reverend Lee for coming and to Mrs. Cottee for organising.

Events coming up...

Prostrike — Our sponsored penalty shoot out with Prostrike is coming up on Tuesday 7t July.
Your can make your donations for this here www.prostrikeevents.co.uk/pay-online (search our
school name). All children will be able to participate.

Summer sizzler — Our Friends of Holly Hill summer sizzler is taking place on Friday 10t July from
2 —4pm. We hope that lots of you will be able to join us.



http://www.prostrikeevents.co.uk/pay-online

Tough Runner — Our tough runner event for Key Stage 1 and 2 takes place on Wednesday 15
July. You should have received a letter about this from Mrs. Fisher — main thing to remember, a
whole change of clothes including shoes, underwear and a towel!

Time to say goodbye

Those of you who read your transition day letters carefully may very well have worked out my next
announcement if you noticed that someone super special was missing from the plan. After 28
years at Holly Hill, Mrs. Cottee has decided to take early retirement. She will finish her time as a
permanent teacher here when we break for the summer and then make a comeback for the first
few weeks of the Autumn term covering Miss Mee’s maternity leave! Mrs. Cottee’s contribution to
life here at Holly Hill over the years has been immeasurable and we are all going to miss her so
much.

The week ahead...

e Monday 29" and Tuesday 30" June — Transition days

WELCOME MEETINGS — An opportunity for parents to meet your child’s new teacher and find out
all the important information for the year ahead. We look forward to seeing lots of you there.

Monday 29t June @ 3.40pm — New to Years 5 & 6 parents welcome meeting
Tuesday 30" June @ 3.40pm — New to Years 3 & 4 parents welcome meeting
Wednesday 15t July @ 3.40pm — New to Years 1 & 2 parents welcome meeting

Wednesday 18t July — Tough Runner

Thank you for your continued support,

Mrs. Leanne Steed

Headteacher

*Please be reminded that cars are strictly prohibited from parking on School Road. We must work
together to ensure the safety of the children who attend our school.

Family Learning Sessions

Free, friendly sessions for parents/carers - packed with practical tips you can use straight away.

Parenting doesn’t come with a manual. That's where we come in. Our FREE Family Learning
Sessions are short, relaxed and full of simple, realistic ideas to help you support your child at
home - without judgement, homework or awkward icebreakers.




Why come along?
Practical tips you can try the same day

Small, informal groups

Friendly tutors and supportive chats with other parents/carers

Topics include numeracy and literacy support, keeping safe online and managing money.

Link - Family Learning Sessions | West Notts College
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Our family learning courses are
designed to equip parents/carers
with practical skills, tools and
knowledge which they can take
home to support their children’s
development. These short, fun, and
engaging sessions run for one-two
hours in small, informal groups,
focusing on topics from school
readiness to heaithy eating and
responsible screen time:.

Each sesion is tailored to meet the
needs of parents/carers, helping
them build confidence in areas
that benefit their children’s growth
and wellbeing. We provide all
necessary materials; you simply
provide the space. With flexible
options, you can choose a session
to best fit the needs of your
community.

For the latest course information,
email the community team at
familylearning@wnc.ac.uk

This can be a one-off session for a
special event such as Mother's Day or
Easter, or several back-to-back
sessions. We can lead activities for
adults and children to do together, or
well-being activities/coffee mornings
just for adults.

Maths/Literacy Games with your Child

These sessions have continued to be
popular across many of our schools.
They are gentle, non-threatening
spaces for adults to attend with their
child and have some quality time
playing maths or literacy related
games. These can be delivered during
lesson time or after-school.

Help Your Child with Maths/Literacy

These workshops are usually delivered
after the series of games sessions
described above. We work with adults
to discuss the national curriculum and
explore activities and games that can
be done at home to support their child.

Improve your confidence with Maths

These sessions are for adults who want
to improve their own numeracy skills
either to help their child or for their own
progression. We deliver basic maths
over 6 weeks in a supportive
environment to help build confidence,
with the opportunity to progress to a
qualification.

Digital Skills with your Child

Adults come along with their child to
develop their digital skills together. This
can include sessions on keeping safe
online and managing screen time.

Mini Nature Photography

Families work with our photography
tutor to hunt for textures, colours,
insects, plants, and shapes outdoors.
Children will learn macro
photography with a phone, as well as
having conversations about spotting
patterns and respecting nature.
Families can then create a nature
passport or nature gallery; with the
possibility of this being displayed
within the school.

Photo Scavenger Hunt

Families can work with our
photography tutor to capture items
on a themed list, such as something
beginning with each letter of a word,
shapes (circle, triangle, heart),
emotions shown through objects,
reflections and shadows etc.

Family Photography Basics

Families explore photography basics
together learning composition, light,
storytelling, using smartphones. They
take photos around the school or
local area and create a mini photo
exhibition or digital collage. This could
again be displayed within the school.

Family Self-Portrait Studio

Families work together to create a DIY
photo studio using simple backdrops
and props with the help of our
creative tutors. Families then use the
backdrop to take photos of each
other whilst learning about
composition, framing etc.

One-Off workshops

We offer single workshops for adults
on:

* Keeping Children Safe Online

* Managing Screen Time

* Managing Money with your Family



https://www.wnc.ac.uk/study-with-us/adult-learners/family-learning-sessions

