


[image: website logo]
HOLLY HILL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL
MIXED AGE CLASSES AND CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY
2025/26
RATIONALE
Holly Hill Primary and Nursery School has 9 classes and a Foundation Stage unit into which up to 350 (50 PAN x 7 year groups) need to be placed. PAN is the pupil allocation number and is the maximum number of children we can admit into each year group. As there are 7 year groups, it is not possible to have two classes for each year group as pupil numbers generate finance and 350 pupils only provides 12 teaching staff. It is also not possible to have one class for each year group as pupil numbers are restricted to 30 pupils per class in FS2 and KS1. There is no legal limit to the size of each class in KS2. Therefore, mixed age classes are formed to ensure consistent and effective delivery of the curriculum to all children. 
CONSISTENCY OF PROVISION
At Holly Hill we pride ourselves on how well we work as a team. To ensure that the curriculum provision is consistent there will be a requirement for staff to work closely in their teams implementing a 2 year rolling programme. This means that all children will have covered the whole programme of study for their key stage by the time they leave it, regardless of which class they are placed in. It also ensures that children do not repeat work previously covered, although in some areas, such as Key Stage 2 English and Maths, the curriculum is actually designed in this way as repetition and reinforcement are essential elements. 
PLANNED CLASS STRUCTURE
With a PAN of 50, we plan that the structure below will be implemented. Although we aim to keep this structure for as long as possible, there may be variation in the future due to numbers in year groups. 
FOUNDATION STAGE UNIT
2 x FS1/FS2 classes
KEY STAGE 1
1 x Year 1 class
1 x Year 1/2 class
1 x Year 2 class 
KEY STAGE 2
1 x Year 3 class
1 x Year 3/4 class
1 x Year 4 class
1 x Year 5 class
1 x Year 5/6 class
1 x Year 6 class
PRINCIPLES
The Head teacher and teachers assign the children to classes based on a number of criteria.
The first and main criterion is the child’s date of birth.
For example, the 12 oldest Year 1 children will join the youngest Year 2s to ensure that the 3 classes are of equal size. 
However there are other factors that may also need to be considered such as:
· The special educational needs of individual children
· Siblings
We will always aim to have class groups of approximately equal size in each Key Stage. In each class it is desirable to have an approximately equal mix of boys and girls and an approximately equal mix of abilities. Teachers and governors at Holly Hill believe that splitting children based on ability would be detrimental to the pupils’ morale. 
The decision of the Head teacher is final. Children will not be moved once allocations have been made as this would inevitably involve moving other children to ensure class numbers remain fair. 
DO MIXED AGE CLASSES MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO A CHILD’S PROGRESS?
Children at Holly Hill are not disadvantaged by the class they are in. The mixed age classes follow the same National Curriculum and it is delivered to meet their individual ability. Children are not ‘held back’ or ‘struggling to keep up’ and all tasks are differentiated to challenge the needs of individuals. Teachers are trained to work in mixed ability classes and can confidently adapt the curriculum to suit the needs of their classes. Whatever the composition of the class, it is the responsibility of the class teacher to treat all pupils as individuals and make sure that every pupil is making good progress. Ofsted’s publication in May 2012 states that ‘no marked difference in learning and progress is noted between mixed age and single age classes’. 
Opportunities are made for children from the same year group to mix together during break time, lunch times, after school activities, sports teams and some curriculum coverage such as phonics and SPAG. The allocation of classrooms, where possible, will ensure that pupils of similar age are located close together to facilitate peer groups, socialisation and the mixing of groups for teaching time. 
At Holly Hill we believe that mixing classes means:

* We can ensure that classes receive a fresh start every year

* Children make new and more friends from a wider range of peers

* Children get used to change and Holly Hill believes that resilience and coping with change are key life skills.
Further evidence from Kulik and Kulik (1992) and Miller (1999) states that there is no evidence of mixed age classes having negative effects on children’s attainment and much evidence of social benefits such as increases in cooperation, improved relationships, reduction in anxieties about learning and improved self-esteem.
INFORMING PARENTS
We endeavour to ensure that parents are aware of the class structure at our school in a number of ways:
· Explaining it to parents when they are shown around school before they have made a decision to apply for a place.
· Having a copy of this policy on our school website and available to parents upon request
· Ensuring that the policy is explained annually when ‘new class’ letters are distributed to parents. 
Once the school has been notified by County Admissions Team (around June time) of any additional children joining in September, the final decision about class places are made. The parents and children are then informed of their new class the day before transition day (normally in July). 

COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS
Parents cannot refuse to have their child placed in any class at Holly Hill. This is a managerial decision based on this policy. The Governing Body have delegated the responsibility of day to day management of the school to the Head teacher and Senior Leadership Team. 
While there is no formal right to appeal against a decision on a pupil joining a mixed class, if a parent feels that the school has not adhered to the Mixed Age Classes policy they can raise this in the first instance with the Head teacher. If still not satisfied, they should raise their concerns with the Governing Body via the Chair of Governors. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This policy will be reviewed in May 2026.
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