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	At Holly Hill we believe that a quality Music curriculum should inspire pupils to develop a life-long love of music and their talent as musicians. Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, Music can also be a highly academic and demanding subject. We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon. 
Music contributes significantly to developing language, reasoning and memory; it allows children to connect with others by creating a sense of community and promoting teamwork; it leads to improved motor skills and co-ordination; it improves memory and integrates many other subjects. As well as this, Music makes a vital contribution to well-being: it is known to elevate mood and motivation, reduce stress and improve focus.
Through our Music curriculum we make links to our whole school curriculum intent statement. The aspects which are particularly significant to Music are:
· Balance of knowledge and skills
· Emotional well-being and healthy relationships
· Rich vocabulary
· Diversity
· Experiences and opportunities

Because at Holly Hill Primary and Nursery we understand that learning takes place when there is a change to long-term memory, we outline the key knowledge for a unit of work on a knowledge organiser. In Music, key knowledge is knowledge that relates directly to the National Curriculum attainment targets. Progression of skills is mapped out using a skills ladder. Music lessons will be planned by class teachers. Whole class instrument lesson plans are provided by the Music subject leader and can therefore be delivered by non-specialists confidently.
In the future, there are ways in which we hope to develop our provision: 
· extent our opportunities to perform as a school, by organising a Summer show for the whole school community to enjoy
· introducing a KS2 ukulele ensemble, to allow children to nurture the skill they’ve developed in their music lesson 
· introducing a KS1 singing ensemble, to allow children to develop their voices before they are able to access the KS2 ensemble offer


Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-2025

	Date this summary was published
	September 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Miss Lucy Fretwell

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Inspire

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	You can find the school curriculum for music for each year group here: 
https://www.hollyhillschool.co.uk/music/ 
You will also find how we are increasing access for disabled pupils and supporting pupils with special educational needs (SEND).

The music curriculum at Holly Hill is informed by the model music curriculum (March 2021), non-statutory guidance for teaching music from Key Stages 1 to 3. Our school’s policy on notation is informed by the MMC and consistent across school. 

Music lessons will be taught in unit blocks. There will be 2 Music units each year, meaning 4 units across the 2-year cycle. A lesson between 1 hour and 2 hours, year group and objective dependent, will be delivered weekly during the half-term that Music is planned as a focus subject. Each unit, children access high-quality whole-class instrument and singing lessons, planned by the subject leader. Music is planned by the class teacher, supported by the Music subject leader where necessary. This is the person who knows their class the best and how they learn most effectively. This also allows for Music learning to link to and enhance the topic for that half-term. 
Singing and instrument learning
· Years 1-6 attend singing assembly every week. 
· In KS1, children are exposed to music history by looking at a 21st century musician. This will prepare them for deeper study of significant composers and periods in Year 3 and onwards. From Year 3, a range of Music periods are taught and referred back to, in order to understand how music changed over time.  
· All children will gain an understanding of musical notation, starting with basic graphic notation in KS1, progressing to standard notation in LKS2, and using different forms of notation in UKS2.
· Whole-class instrument tuition will happen once over the two-year cycle, lasting for one half-term. This is to allow time for a broad and balanced curriculum, whilst ensuring tuition is offered at least once every phase for every child.  
· Children in KS1 will access whole-class recorder tuition, as it is an ideal first wind instrument. It teaches breath support and hand position. Children in KS2 go on to develop this hand positioning and finger strength when they take whole-class ukulele tuition. In LKS2, children learn how to handle a ukulele, along with other basic knowledge needed to play some chords and follow simple notation to play. In UKS2, children go on to sing and play with increasing confidence and control. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]
Part B: Extra-curricular music (Music tuition, choirs and ensembles)
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	At Holly Hill, children across the whole school attend a weekly 30-minute singing assembly, delivered by the music lead. We use these assemblies as a way to prepare to perform a carol concert/show every Autumn term. 
For children who wish to develop their singing outside of lessons and singing assembly, Holly Hill’s Young Voices Choir meet throughout the year to learn and prepare for the Young Voices concert. Every child in KS2 is given the opportunity to perform at the event and experience the live performances in the arena for free. Staff attend the pre-concert training to ensure they are equipped to deliver high-quality vocal tuition to prepare for the concert. 
Inspire Music tutors deliver weekly private flute, clarinet and guitar lessons in school, and these children are given opportunities to perform for their peers. These lessons are subsidised for children in receipt of the pupil premium funding. The lessons are often small-group and sometimes one-to-one. Children are able to loan their instruments, allowing them to rehearse between lessons with their tutor. 
At Holly Hill, children across the whole school attend a weekly 30-minute singing assembly, delivered by the music lead. We use these assemblies as a way to prepare to perform a carol concert/show every Autumn term. This show can be both vocal and instrumental. 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	For children who wish to develop their singing outside of lessons and singing assembly, Holly Hill’s Young Voices Choir meet throughout the year to learn and prepare for the Young Voices concert. Every child in KS2 is given the opportunity to perform at the event and experience the live performances in the arena for free. Staff attend the pre-concert training to ensure they are equipped to deliver high-quality vocal tuition to prepare for the concert. 
At Holly Hill, children across the whole school attend a weekly 30-minute singing assembly, delivered by the music lead. We use these assemblies as a way to prepare to perform a carol concert/show every Autumn term. EYFS perform a Christmas nativity, KS1 perform a Christmas show and KS2 perform a carol concert. For each concert, the whole school attends as the dress rehearsal audience. These performances have been free in the past, but will now be charged at £2 per ticket, to allow this money to be used to enhance school music funds. 
At Christmas time, the whole school attend the Pantomime in Derby theatre. 
Children perform songs at special events, such as the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration, staff leaving assemblies and Y6 leaving assembly. For Holly Hill’s 50-year anniversary, the whole school attended a live concert in the hall by a local band. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	In 2024/2025, there are ways in which we plan to develop our provision: 
· extend our opportunities to perform as a school, by organising a Summer show for the whole school community to enjoy
· introducing a KS2 ukulele ensemble, to allow children to nurture the skill they’ve developed in their music lesson 
· introducing a KS1 singing ensemble, to allow children to develop their voices before they are able to access the KS2 ensemble offer
· enhance the delivery of our instrument teaching in lessons outside of the whole-class instrument tuition lessons 
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