





Curriculum Intent, Design and Rationale Statement

At Holly Hill we have carefully considered:
· the skills and knowledge we need to equip our children with during their primary journey to prepare them for the future,
· what makes our children and Selston unique and special to us,
· the opportunities and experiences we aim to provide every child with.
The key aspects of our curriculum, to ensure we deliver our vision, are as follows:
	KEY ASPECT

	RATIONALE

	A focus on emotional well-being and healthy relationships
	· To prepare our children for their teenage and adult life. 
· To ensure our children are well rounded and happy and aim to recognise the importance of their own well-being. 
· To tackle the increasing types of well-being issues that we see in some of our children including lack of resilience, anger issues, anxiety, low self-esteem. 
· To tackle the safeguarding trends that are present in our most vulnerable families including domestic violence, domestic abuse and respectful relationships. 
· Weekly, high quality PSHE sessions essential. 

	Celebration of diversity
	· Community spirit is a strength of the area. It is a predominantly white community and very different to the nearest city only 10 miles away. 
· To explore a variety of cultures and ways of life.
· To expose our children to the diversity of the wider world so that they feel comfortable and confident outside of their own community. 
· To encourage an appreciation of diversity and therefore inclusivity. 
· To ensure that all children feel represented in our school, their surroundings and the curriculum. 
· Weekly, high quality RE teaching essential as well as diversity being threaded through all aspects of the curriculum. 

	Rich vocabulary, quality texts and stories across the curriculum.

	· To ensure children develop a love for reading and become lifelong readers. 
· To overcome issues around early speech development. 
· To develop a rich and varied vocabulary to ensure children can confidently and coherently express their ideas.
· To expose our children to a variety of perspectives and worlds.
· To support the theory that stories across the curriculum help to embed learning and ensure that learning ‘sticks’.   
· High quality texts at the heart of every unit of work. 

	Preparation for adult life and work
	· To ensure that our children understand the significance and relevance of their learning.
· To ensure that our children are well prepared to tackle adult life and the world of work. 
· To give pupils the opportunity to broaden their ambitions. 

	Experiences and opportunities
	· To ensure that our children have had a wide variety of experiences and opportunities that may not be available at home.
· To ensure that our children have a bank of happy childhood memories from school.  
· To ensure that children have real-life experiences on which to hang their learning and make their learning more meaningful. 

	Outdoor learning
	· The uniqueness of our site and the capacity we have to deliver in this way. 
· To support the research that children learn better when they are outdoors and active. 
· To instil in pupils the belief that learning isn’t confined to the classrooms and has real world applications. 

	DESIGN

	Focus foundation subjects each half term
	· To ensure that subjects are covered ‘in depth’.
· To ensure that staff can focus on high quality implementation. 
· To ensure that children can become immersed in a subject and understand what a feels like to be a Historian or an Artist for example. 
· To allow for regular retrieval and revision of the key knowledge during that unit
· To ensure that all foundation subjects are given the opportunity to ‘shine’ and aren’t rushed off the end of a timetable.
· To ensure that a unit of work is sequential and allows pupils to make clear progress over the half term.
· To ensure no lost learning time transitioning from one lesson to another. 
· Subjects taught weekly are PE, RE, PSHE and French. 

	A cross-curricular approach where appropriate
	· To allow pupils to build a schema of knowledge - knowledge becomes more ‘sticky’ when it can be related to other things that they know.
· Pupils can have a sense of immersion in a concept, which in turn becomes more engaging.
· Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary can be taught in one subject area and applied to another.
· Enables pupils to see the relevance and applications of their learning

	A balance of knowledge and skills
	· Underpinned by the philosophy that knowledge and skills are symbiotic. Meaningful learning can only take place when the teaching of knowledge and skills is effective. 
· To ensure that learning can be deep, sustained and meaningful. 
· To ensure that the children’s’ learning is transferrable across the curriculum. 
· To ensure that children love to think!
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